making passionate followers of Jesus

creation.fall.redemption.new creation

“[God the Father] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation....He is the head of the body, the
church. ...in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”

(Colossians 1 ESV)



CREATION

God, as the king and lord of all, creates a perfect world, filled
with wonder and beauty.

He then does an amazing thing: he creates human beings in his
image. As image bearers of the God of creativity, wonder,
beauty and love he gives them a calling to unearth the wonders
of his creation for his glory, the good of human beings, and the
good of creation. This calling is to reflect the nature of God
himself i.e. people are to be people who are creative, who add
to the world's wonder and beauty and love. Central to this work
is tending and caring for this world of wonder and beauty and
filling this world with more people who live out God's calling.

FALL

Early in human history people rebelled against God and his
loving rule that was designed to give both the world and all who
lived in it life. In response to the voice of Satan, Adam and Eve
rejected God, in order to become like God. The depth of this
tragedy is only seen when we realize that Adam and Eve were
already like God for they were created in his image. With their
rebellion against God the wonder, beauty, love, and creativity
they were called to became distorted and broken. The result is a
world that is marked by ugliness, injustice,loneliness, sorrow,
grief, and other terrors that we see all around us. The creation
suffers for we abuse or idolize it rather than unearthing its
wonders while tending and caring for it.

We see that we are caught up in this world gone wrong. Close
to home our experiences with brokenness, sorrow, thinking of
ourselves when others need us reflect our sinful nature. In our
broader world we fail to do justice, fail at keeping our promises,
and don’t walk with humility before God shows our own
brokenness. All of this and more shows that not only others, but
we too are sinners before God (a sinner is one who misses
God's mark like an arrow misses a target).

REDEMPTION

God longs to make all things new in this fallen world. He wants to set the
crooked straight, to have people know and rejoice in living in a world filled
with justice and peace. He wants to have a creation that no longer groans
under the pain of a fallen world. While justly angry at our sin and knowing
that we must be punished for our sin, God makes an amazing choice,
rather than abandoning this broken creation and the broken, sinful people
in it, he turns toward it in love. "With patience and tender care he sets out
on the long road of redemption to reclaim the lost as his people and the
world as his kingdom." As he sets out to reclaim a lost people he does so
to restore them to himself through forgiveness and a new relationship and
to create for himself a new people who will participate in giving the world a
taste of his new creation by creatively bringing love, beauty, and wonder
to a broken world.

For this to happen the day has to come when the Son of God, Jesus
steps onto the earth. Jesus is the perfect reflection of the image of God,
doing all what we failed to do, living in perfect obedience to the Father.
Being both truly human and truly divine Jesus steps into our place and
takes on our punishment on the cross. He is our substitute. As Isaiah
says, Is. 53:4-6 "Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet
we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But
he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds
we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us
all." He rescues us from sin and death in his birth, life, death, resurrection
and ascension.

When we accept what Jesus did, believing in his death and resurrection,
God forgives our sins. Our enemies, sin and death, are destroyed and we
are now in a renewed relationship with a God and part of Jesus' kingdom
movement. As his image bearers we creatively bring love, beauty and
wonder to the world. We learn how to do this by being people who read
and study God's word. We are empowered to do this by God's Spirit who
calls us to God's mission and gives talents to carry it out. We do this as
part of Jesus' new community called the church.

NEW CREATION

God is heading this world in a direction. He is determined to make all
things new. The day is coming when Christ will return and God will make
everything as it was meant to be. We, and all of creation, will be
redeemed, liberated and made new. We will live an eternity with God on a
New Earth that is filled with wonder, beauty, and love. Where his people,
who have been raised to life, creativity live out being image bearers of
God.



