Resources on Homosexuality – follow up to the November 28, 2012 CRC Communications Webinar titled “Nurturing Generous Spaciousness: A Response to Gay Christians in the Church” facilitated by Wendy Gritter 
Note:  The resources listed represent a variety of perspectives on the matter.  
New Direction Resources:

· Bridging the Gap DVD – designed for small group discussion, is consistent with a traditional view of marriage for one man and one woman, opens the conversation, is focused on how we relate to LGBT people

· The Youth Room has a Closet DVD – contains 2 hours for youth leaders and a 50 minute presentation that can be shown to a youth group, is consistent with the CRC’s current position on homosexuality

· Pastors’ Conversation DVD – a panel conversation that interacts with the stories of a number of gay Christians, panelists come from diverse perspectives, addresses how to help a congregation become more hospitable and effective pastoral care

· Parents’ Conversation DVD – engages two families, a couple and a parent support group who share their experiences in loving their gay children, addresses how we can nurture faith connections together

· All can be purchased through the New Direction website:  www.newdirection.ca
· The New Direction Blog “Bridging the Gap” contains more than 200 articles on many different aspects of this matter.  Can be searched by key word tab.  www.btgproject.blogspot.com
Newly published:  Torn: Rescuing the Gospel from the Gays vs. Christians Debate – written by my friend Justin Lee, executive director of the Gay Christian Network  http://www.amazon.com/Torn-Rescuing-Gospel-Gays-vs-Christians-Debate/dp/1455514314
The Gay Christian Network is an online community.  It welcomes members who hold diverse theological perspectives including those who are committed to living celibately.  This can be a very helpful place for an individual to connect with other gay Christians and share their experiences and questions.  www.gaychristian.net
Love is an Orientation by Andrew Marin – this book is helpful for considering new ways to engage in conversations that are not polarized but that work towards common ground.  http://www.amazon.com/Love-Orientation-Elevating-Conversation-Community/dp/0830836268/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1353421570&sr=1-1&keywords=love+is+an+orientation
The End of Sexual Identity by Jenell Paris-Williams  - this book is helpful in looking at the issue of privilege and creating an equitable space for all regardless of experience of sexuality.  The author holds a conservative view on marriage.  http://www.amazon.com/End-Sexual-Identity-Important-Define/dp/0830838368/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1353421679&sr=1-1&keywords=the+end+of+sexual+identity+by+jenell+williams+paris
Jesus, the Bible and Homosexuality by Jack Rogers – this book follows the thinking of a conservative biblical scholar (Presbyterian) who moves from a traditional to an affirming perspective.  It is very readable – and gives a fairly good overview of this kind of evolution in thinking.  http://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Bible-Homosexuality-Revised-Expanded/dp/066423397X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1353421846&sr=1-1&keywords=homosexuality+jack+rogers
Video:  Matthew Vines, a young gay Christian man, gives an hour presentation sharing how he has engaged the Scriptures and come to an affirming perspective.  It will give you insight into the thinking of a gay Christian wrestling with these matters.  Could be shown in an adult Sunday School class to open discussion.  The transcript of the presentation is also available on the site.  http://www.matthewvines.com/
Reasoning Together:  A Conversation on Homosexuality – two Mennonite leaders who hold different perspectives have written this book together to model a way to talk about these matters in a peaceable manner.  http://www.amazon.com/Reasoning-Together-Conversation-Homosexuality-Foreword/dp/0836194306/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1353422060&sr=1-1&keywords=reasoning+together+a+conversation+on+homosexuality
If you are looking for more scholarly works – don’t hesitate to contact me for suggestions:  wendy@newdirection.ca 
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