CHURCH SOFTWARE

Accounting Software

Good choices for selecting accounting software include: 

 > Quickbooks Pro (USA)  www.quickbooks.intuit.com,
 > Quickbooks Pro (Canada) www.quickbooks.intuit.ca  
 > Peachtree (now Sage 50)  http://na.sage.com/sage-50-accounting-us/ .  Sage 50 is nice for the bookkeeper or treasurer that has more accounting experience.
Both software packages:

· Are commonly used by smaller businesses,

· Are full-featured and quite powerful ,

· Are moderately priced - - Approximately $300, or less,
· Are easy to learn, use, maintain and upgrade,
· Allow either cash basis or accrual accounting,

· Are networkable (multi-user),
· Have extensive reporting capabilities, and

· Have on-line and telephone support.  

Many church treasurers and bookkeepers would benefit from QuickBook’s relative ease of use.  If you choose Quickbooks, there is a pre-configured “company” file that you can download from this church resource website.  The filename is “Our Church.QBW.”  This company file contains a chart of accounts that is broad enough to encompass most church programs.
Church Administration Software

There does not have to be a direct connection between your church’s accounting software and the other administrative software that is used to track members, member pledges and gift information, and the like.  Gift information can be recorded via summary journal entry into the accounting software.

Most new computers come with current versions of Microsoft Windows operating systems, such as Windows 8.  Microsoft Office, built to run best with MSWindows, contains software programs for word-processing (Word), spreadsheet (Excel), database Access), e-mail and contact management (Outlook), and presentations (Powerpoint).  MSOffice 2013 is best matched with Windows 8.

Microsoft Access, the database, can be used to manage member information to store membership records and giving information.  Using MS Access will require that your church hire, or find a volunteer, to help setup the database, forms and reports to meet your church’s specific requirements.  Access is inexpensive, for all the power that it has; However, it does need to be setup and maintained by a database-savvy person.  You have to plan for on-going backup and support for the system that you create.  Access is powerful, fairly easy to use and flexible.
If you wish to shop for comprehensive software packages written especially for churches, internet links can be found at the following website: www.google.com/search?hl=en&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&q=church+software .
A comprehensive, all-in-one solution used by many churches in Canada is PowerChurch Plus, http://www.powerchurch.com
