
Ten Ways: 
Practical Ideas 

for Ministry

Ten Ways 
to strengtHen intergenerational worsHiP

Weekly worship gatherings are the family reunions of God’s people. We gather as one body to praise 

God, find rest in God, be reminded of our hope in God, hear our call from God, and leave equipped by 

God. It is, as Robbie Castleman says, “the only thing we get to do forever.”

Howard Vanderwell writes, “Intergenerational worship is worship in which people of every age are 

understood to be equally important. Each generation has the same significance before the face of God and 

in the worshiping congregation. . . . Each and all are the church of now” (The Church of All Ages, p. 11).

Here are 10 ways to build intergenerational worship practices at your church. Look for more ways to learn, 

serve, and worship together in our Intergenerational Church toolkit at crcna.org/FaithFormation/toolkits.

1   gatHer a FoCus grouP

Avoid the trap of making assumptions about what appeals to or inspires people of different generations. Invite an 

intergenerational focus group—including older children, teens, and adults at various life stages—to talk about their 

experiences in worship. What specific things make it easy or difficult for them to worship God fully? Their answers 

might surprise you!

2   take an enligHtening assessment

Use our Intergenerational Worship Questionnaire to evaluate the state of intergenerational worship at your church. 

You’ll find it in our Intergenerational Church toolkit at crcna.org/FaithFormation/toolkits.

3   write an intergenerational worsHiP Covenant

Articulate the kind of intergenerational community you want to become. For an example of a worship covenant, 

see the Still Waters blog post “Covenant: Intergenerational Community” (tinyurl.com/WorshipCovenant).

4   CHoose Your liturgiCal words CareFullY

The words we use can make people of various ages and abilities feel either welcome or excluded. Use an online 

tool like Readability-Score.com to calculate the reading level of your liturgy and sermons (it’s almost always higher 

than you think). Also check out the article “Inclusive Language Suggestions” at tinyurl.com/IgenLanguage.

Each of these one-page handouts from 
Thrive shares ten easy, practical ideas that 
provide a springboard for conversation, 
training, and planning around various 
faith formation challenges.
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Ten Ways 
For Families to engage kids in worsHiP

“Children learn through observation, but they learn best through participation. We take them to church so that being part of a church family and gathering regularly to worship God in community with others becomes part of the fabric of their lives” (Karen Deboer, Home Grown Handbook for Christian Parenting, Faith Alive, p. 187). 

As you look for ways to make worship as meaningful as possible for your child, here are  10 things to keep in mind.

1   be Positive
Instead of saying, “We have to go to church” say “we get to go to worship.” Teach your kids that worship isn’t just 
a place we go, it’s something we are able to do. You might also set a positive tone by adding words like the ones 
Parenting in the Pew author Robbie Castleman used with her kids: “Jesus must be so excited! It’s his special day!” 2   make sundaY sPeCial
Create patterns that help your whole family experience Sabbath rest and anticipation. Set out clothes the night 
before and set the alarm a little earlier so that you can arrive at worship in a peaceful state of mind. As you get 
ready, play your family’s favorite worship music and sing together.

3   take along worsHiP tools
It can be difficult to sit quietly for a long period of time—especially when you’re little! Take along tools that will 
engage your children in worship rather than simply keep them busy. Some ideas: a children’s storybook Bible, a small 
clipboard with a finger labryinth for prayer (search flamecreativekids.blogspot.com), a small notebook and colored 
pencil for drawing/writing questions, impressions, and prayers (visit prayingincolor.com for info). Tip: Invite your child 
to decorate a blank journal to use as their worship journal. Read through it together after worship.

4   let kids CHoose tHe seats
Parents with young children often sit toward the back of the worship space so they won’t be embarrassed by 
their children’s behavior and can exit easily. But often children prefer the front because they can see, hear, and 
participate better.

Ten Ways 
TO GROW IN FAITH WITH PEOPLE OF ALL ABILITIES

God has made each of us with different gifts, strengths, and weaknesses. Often people with disabilities 

find that other people decide for them how they can and cannot participate in the life of their church 

community. The church is one body. People with disabilities are underrepresented in the church, despite 

having as much (or more) interest in faith as the average population. If we fail to intentionally include 

and accommodate people, the church suffers just as much as the person excluded. Here are a few tips to 

help you think about working together in God’s growing kingdom!

1   BE CAREFUL WITH FIRST IMPRESSIONS

When you first meet someone, you don’t know what that person can understand or do. Some people who 

struggle to express themselves are nevertheless great at receiving your communication. People who use 

wheelchairs may have above-average intelligence. People who are blind are not necessarily hard of hearing. Try 

not to make assumptions, and get to know each person individually.

2   BRUSH UP ON THE BASICS

From person-first language to understanding the boundaries of personal space with someone in a wheelchair, 

basic etiquette around disabilities is often simple but not necessarily intuitive. Take five minutes to learn the 

basics (bit.ly/DisabilityHospitality)—you’ll feel more confident and avoid some common blunders!  

3   BUILD A SOCIAL RAMP, NOT JUST A WHEELCHAIR RAMP

Often the hardest friend to make in a community is the first one. Try identifying and training specific 

individuals who will reach out and be that first friend when someone with a disability comes through your 

door. Encourage them to introduce others from the congregation and model appropriate interaction and 

communication for the rest of the community. Remember that someone who has a difficult time with social 

interactions may long deeply for friendships and will likely need someone to be a social ramp into other 

relationships. For more information, see bit.ly/SocialRamp.

4   HELP EVERYONE SEE AND HEAR BETTER

Large-print bulletins and hymnals are easy to obtain, and they work well in traditional worship settings. Some 

churches now use tablet computers to display the same visuals as their projected worship slides to allow all 

people to follow along with song lyrics, sermon notes, liturgy, and even announcements.

People with hearing challenges can be included in worship in many ways. Hearing loops (hearingloop.org) 

linked to the church audio system can dramatically improve one’s ability to hear. Consider offering sign-

language interpretation too.

Ten Ways 
to care for creation

1   Start an interGenerationaL GarDeninG ProJect

Create a church garden or green space and tend it with the help of church members of all ages. Consider 
enlisting those in your church who are familiar with gardening to manage the project. The garden could be 
used to grow fruits and vegetables for church or community members, or could simply be a place to plant 
native flowers and vegetation. 

2   Be a cLiMate WitneSS Partner

Become a part of the Climate Witness Project (justice.crcna.org/climate-witness-project-0). Through this 
project groups of people are helping their congregations engage in creation care around three core areas: 
prayer and worship, learning more, and advocacy. 

3   HoSt an aDULt eDUcation SerieS on creation care

Hosting an education series is a great way to get the conversation started on creation care. The Climate 
Witness Project has a number of resources for you to use. From the short video series Climate Conversation: 
Kenya to the For the Love Of documentary and study guide, the Climate Witness Project’s education 
webpage has the tools you need to get started!

4   HoSt a fiLM or fiLM SerieS on tHe iMPactS of cLiMate cHanGe

Partner with area congregations to rent out a theatre or host the event at your church. Popular films on this 
topic include For the Love of, Climate Conversation: Kenya, Before the Flood, and From the Ashes. Invite 
panelists who are impacted or who have expertise to continue the conversation after the film.

5   PraY for coMMUnitieS tHat are iMPacteD BY cLiMate cHanGe

Highlight stories in worship and pray for affected communities. World Renew has ideas you can use to give 
support through a special offering. Maybe one of your missionaries could share in worship or World Renew 
could help connect you with a field staff person who can speak in your worship service. 

6   aDvocate 

Sign up for advocacy action alerts (justice.crcna.org/advocacy) or help interested members of your 
congregation to sign up. You can learn more about the church and advocacy with a study of this advocacy 
guide. OSJ staff can also assist you with setting up legislative meetings. Learn more at justice.crcna.org/
advocacy. 

Ten Ways 
TO MAKE YOUR CHURCH A SAFER PLACE

We believe that because each person is created in the image of God, each one is to be treated with 

dignity and respect. Faith formation happens best in a nurturing context of healthy relationships. 

Safe Church Ministry equips congregations in abuse awareness, prevention, and response, helping 

to build communities in which the value of each person is honored and people are free to worship 

and grow free from abuse. Although no ministry is risk-free, there are action steps that can 

minimize harmful risks and prevent abuse.

1   PAY ATTEnTiOn TO AbUSE PREvEnTiOn

A safe environment doesn’t happen by itself; someone needs to pay attention and take action. It’s well 

worth our efforts! Identify a group of people in the congregation to work together to prevent abuse and 

create a safe environment for everyone. Make sure the group includes council representation.

2   iDEnTiFY A CHAMPiOn WiTH PASSiOn

Often abuse prevention is most effective when someone champions the effort. There are people in every 

congregation who have directly or indirectly experienced abuse and, as a result, may be passionate about 

preventing it. One of these people may agree to spearhead efforts to form a safe church team for the 

congregation or for the classis. 

3   COnnECT WiTH SAFE CHURCH MiniSTRY

It’s easy! Subscribe to our e-newsletter or browse the many resources available on The Network. You can 

also contact your classis safe church representative or Safe Church Ministry directly. (crcna.org/safechurch 

or network.crcna.org/safe-church)

4   DEvELOP AnD FOLLOW A SAFE CHURCH OR AbUSE PREvEnTiOn POLiCY

A policy sends a strong and positive message that your church cares about the value of each and every 

person. Policies designed to protect those who are most vulnerable among us help to ensure a safe and 

respectful environment for everyone. When we don’t make the effort to have a policy, what message do 

we send?

5   PARTiCiPATE in AbUSE AWAREnESS SUnDAY

The fourth Sunday in September has been designated Abuse Awareness Sunday. Resources are available 

from Safe Church Ministry. If that Sunday doesn’t work, any other day is also a good day for increasing 

abuse awareness!
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Looking for some practical ways 
to strengthen intergenerational 
worship, make your church a safer 
place, or help your family grow in 
faith? Start the conversation with 
Thrive’s Ten Ways series.

Each one-page handout shares ten 
practical ideas on various topics to 
help generate conversation, training, 
and planning around a variety of 
faith formation challenges and 
opportunities.

Topics include:
•	 Ten Ways to Help Your Family 

Grow in Faith
•	 Ten Ways to Cultivate Youth 

Leadership
•	 Ten Ways to Strengthen 

Intergenerational Worship
•	 And Many More!

Download these tip sheets and link 
to them on your church’s website, 
include them in social-media posts, 
share them via email, or print them 
as handouts.

Find more information at 
crcna.org/TenWays.

These free resources are available 
in English, Spanish, and Korean.

Thrive supports Christian Reformed churches with resources, encour-
agement, and connections to help them flourish. This vital work is fund-
ed through CRC ministry shares, special church offerings, and donations 
from generous people like you! Give today at crcna.org/GiveToThrive.

800-272-5125
crcna.org/Thrive
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