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Introduction

World Renew would like to welcome you to the 2017-2018 World Hunger Campaign! This year’s 

theme is “Changing the Story: Breaking Barriers to End Hunger” and is based on Philippians 4:19 — 

“And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

Families living in poverty face many barriers. Access to clean water, heath care, and resources 

to generate income keep families in a cycle of poverty and hunger that impacts generation after 

generation. 

Through your congregation’s participation in World Hunger Sunday those facing hunger and 

poverty are encouraged to learn ways to improve their lives and write a new story that is filled 

with hope and promise.

Traditionally, World Renew’s World Hunger Campaign takes place during the weeks leading up to 

World Hunger Sunday. This year that would entail distribution of the materials on Sunday, October 

15 and a culmination in World Hunger Sunday on November 5. However, the materials are written 

in such a way that they can be used at any time throughout the year.

This year’s materials include:
•	 Adult and family devotions

•	 Children’s activities

•	 Bulletin announcements

•	 Prayers 

•	 Song suggestions

•	 Bulletin covers

•	 Bulletin inserts

•	 Poster

•	 Peter Fish banks

And much more! 

Devotional booklets, Peter Fish banks, bulletin inserts or bulletin covers are all available FREE OF 
CHARGE. To place an order call 1-800-333-8300 or visit worldrenew.net/order.

Additional World Hunger resources are available for download at worldrenew.net/worldhunger
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Ideas for a Creative World Hunger Campaign

1. Create a Puzzle — A puzzle can be the perfect way to track your congregation’s progress as 

you fill your Peter Fish Banks or fill a large fishbowl placed at the front of the sanctuary.

To make a goal tracking puzzle:

•	 Find a large photo to represent your goal. This will help you visualize your progress. Maybe 

use a large image of Peter Fish, or use a World Hunger Campaign poster.

•	 On the back of the image, draw out puzzle pieces.

•	 Cut out each piece and count them.

•	 Divide your goal by the number of puzzle pieces. For example, if you’re trying to raise 

$100, divide the number 100 by the number of puzzle pieces. If you have 10 puzzle pieces, 

each piece would be worth $10 raised.

•	 Every time you complete a segment of your goal (like raising $10), you can add one piece 

to the puzzle.

•	 When the picture is complete, you have completed your goal!

This is an awesome way to not only remind yourself of your goal but to actually be able to 

visualize your progress. 

2. Discussion Groups — Encourage youth groups and adult small groups to complete World 

Renew’s video series, God Created Us Equal. Together they can be introduced to the topics of 

Food, Money, Water, and Health through two minute videos and learn more about the ways 

our lives are similar to or different from our brothers and sisters in Niger and other countries. 

An accompanying study guide is also available. Visit world renew.net/created equal to order or 

download resources.

3. Decorate with moving paper fish — Consider hanging these fun paper fish around your church 

for the duration of your World Hunger Campaign. This is a fun way to get your youth involved 

as you kick off the countdown to your final World Hunger offering. 

Visit http://krokotak.com/2016/07/moving-fish/ for easy instructions
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Fast Facts About Hunger

What is hunger? Where does it happen and who is affected? Bread for the World provides some 

statistics and other information that you may find helpful when talking about world hunger with 

your congregation. (All information is taken directly from Bread for the World website: bread.org)

Fast facts about hunger and poverty
1. Worldwide, 767 million people live in extreme poverty.

2. Forty-five percent of all preventable child deaths are linked to malnutrition.

3. Every year, hunger kills 3.1 million children younger than age 5. 

4. Hunger rates in developing countries in conflict are almost 3x higher than in other developing 

countries. 

5. Post-conflict countries where high levels of hunger are not addressed are 40 percent more 

likely to relapse into conflict within a 10-year timespan.

6. Four out of five people experiencing hunger live in areas susceptible to natural disasters.

7. When children are chronically malnourished during the 1,000-day window between the start 

of pregnancy and the second birthday, they become stunted.

8. One in four of the world’s children are affected by stunting.

9. A population too malnourished to work suffers long-term economic consequences. A 

malnourished person can suffer a 10 percent reduction in his/her lifetime earnings.

10. During a famine, 3 in 10 young children — or even more — are not getting enough calories and 

nutrients. Their weakened immune systems make them more vulnerable to deadly infections.
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Bulletin Announcements

Here are a few announcements that you can use in your church bulletin to promote your World 

Hunger Sunday event.

Two weeks before
World Renew invites you to join us in changing the story for communities around the world. 

Through daily devotions and activities you can gather with your family to learn how God is moving 

families beyond poverty, hunger, and oppression and equipping them with skills to succeed. Join 

us on [Date] for this year’s World Hunger Sunday!

One week before
Families in many parts of the world are working hard to break barriers that have kept them in a 

cycle of poverty and hunger. Through your Peter Fish contributions you are helping these families 

learn ways to improve their lives and write a new story that is filled with hope and promise. This 

week, please continue to read about God’s work breaking barriers in the Bible and today. Then 

bring your Peter Fish banks to church next week as we commemorate World Hunger Sunday.

World Hunger Sunday
Today, on World Hunger Sunday we bring our offerings to God and ask Him to use them to supply 

the needs of those living in poverty through the work of World Renew to break barriers that lead 

to hunger. To learn more about how your gift will be used to equip people around the world, visit 

worldrenew.net.

One week later
Thank you for giving generously during this year’s World Hunger Campaign! This year our church 

raised $______________ to support World Renew’s ministry in breaking barriers for people 

combating poverty, disaster, and injustice. For more information about World Renew, please visit 

worldrenew.net.
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TIME FRAME ACTION

Two months before 
(For example, Sept. 4)

•	 Discuss World Hunger plans at a deacons’ meeting. 
•	 Share materials and dates with your pastor and worship committee to 

prepare for a World Hunger Sunday. 
•	 Check to see if you have Peter Fish banks in storage. If you don’t 

have enough, order more by calling 1-800-333-8300. You can also 
encourage your congregation to make their own Peter Fish containers 
using recycled materials.

•	 Order bulletin inserts/covers, devotional booklets, and poster.  

Three weeks before
(For example, Oct. 15)

•	 Make an announcement during the Sunday service that your World 
Hunger Campaign is starting.

•	 Distribute Peter Fish banks and devotional booklets to your congregation.
•	 Consider using a children’s sermon to introduce the Peter Fish banks 

to kids and parents.
•	 Consider organizing a hunger awareness coffee fellowship after the 

service.
•	 Consider having the youth or Sunday school create origami fish to 

decorate your sanctuary or fellowship hall.

Two weeks before
(For example, Oct. 22)

•	 If the youth or Sunday school made origami fish, hang them in the 
sanctuary or fellowship hall. Find examples on page 3 and 11.

•	 Consider having children empty their first week’s-worth of change into 
a fishbowl or aquarium at the font of church.

•	 Have a children’s message.

One week before
(For example, Oct. 29)

•	 Remind people that next week will be World Hunger Sunday by asking 
a deacon to make an announcement during the service. Remind people 
to bring in their Peter Fish banks next week.

World Hunger Sunday
(For example, Nov. 5)

•	 Collect the Peter Fish banks during the worship service.
•	 Hold an offering for World Renew during your collection.
•	 Use the World Hunger worship materials to conduct a special worship 

service that highlights God’s ability to change our stories.

During the week •	 If the youth meet this week, have them count and roll the Peter Fish 
offerings. 

One week later •	 Forward gifts from your World Hunger event to World Renew.
•	 Report back to your congregation about how much money you raised 

during your World Hunger event.

Deacon’s Hints

Here are a few suggestions to help you plan for and implement a successful World Hunger 
Campaign with your congregation.
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Children’s Message

Good Morning!

Can any of you tell me what you see in my basket? (hold up different items to represent health, 

food, and education). That’s right, I have __________. (list items such as band aids, an apple,  

or book that you placed in your basket).

These items are helpful to you and me when we get hurt, are hungry, or learning in school. When 

we need to eat we can find food in our home or buy it from the grocery store. When we are sick 

we can go to the doctor or purchase medicine to help us feel better. As we grow we can go to 

school and read books to help us learn.

Today, I want to tell you a true story about children living in Concepción Actelá, a remote 

community in Guatemala. 

Children living in Concepción work hard helping their parents around the house. Many of them 

cook, clean, and help take care of their siblings. But unlike you and me, the children in Concepción 

face many barriers that keep their families living in a cycle of hunger and poverty.

Do you know what a barrier is? A barrier can keep you from getting where you want to go and 

doing what you want to do—like a wall.

In Concepción there aren’t any doctors to help the community when they are sick. Hardly any 

house in the community has a washroom or water to clean — making it easy for disease to spread. 

Families work hard to grow food, but unpredictable rainfall has made harvests unreliable. People 

have started to leave the village to find work in nearby cities, but the extra income still isn’t 

enough. Putting food on the table is a constant struggle. 

Children wanting to go to high school have to leave the village and walk nearly two hours to get 

there. The journey is dangerous and there aren’t any police along the route. 

All of these challenges act as barriers that keep families in Concepción from living a life with 

enough food, good health, and fruitful work.

This week, when we put coins in our Peter Fish, let’s pray for families around the world who are 

facing barriers like those in Concepción. We believe that God can use our offering to supply the 

needs of those who are hungry.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the work you are doing to meet the needs of families 

around the world. Please bless the gifts offered through these Peter Fish. Use them to continue 

breaking barriers that have kept these families from having enough to eat, accessing health care, 

and getting an education. Amen.
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Children’s Activity

Circle every third letter in the “barrier” of letters.

Print the letters you circled in order on the space below.

----     ----     ----               ----     ----               ----     ----     ----               ----     ----     ----    ----              ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----               

----     ----     ----               ----     ----     ----    ----               ----     ----     ----     ----     ----               ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----               

----     ----               ----     ----     ----               ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----               ----     ----              ----     ----     ----     ----     ----               

----     ----              ----     ----     ----     ----     ----     ----               ----     ----     ----     ----     ---- 

Check your work by finding this verse in your Bible, Philippians 4:19.

How could you help break barriers for families living in poverty and help God supply need for His 
people?

Draw a picture of your idea on the back side of this page.

A  N A F K N O P D B E M C F Y G D G I J O H K D
M

C P Z B P W D U E Y S R V L P Q L O T I U S W  L
X 
L F A Y H L A G O L M P L I S Y V N O J T U Q K 

R
C F K C R D A F J S Z I D U H E Y B E G C N A X
L 
N O  M Q R T V D O W I A P N X C G R D T E G O Y 

B
W   Q   E O U H N R C Z T I H M R S K S L  F  I J X H
S 
A  V I U O N C E G I F L Z B O G X R B H Y J M I 

L
A J U X T P Y S R Z I V W R N T H K Y C O Q N I
E 
E C G S S B U P F S H K V A Z D S G B R E L S M
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Song Suggestions

Theme: Changing the Story: Breaking Barriers to End Hunger

Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in Glory in Christ 

Jesus.”

Lift Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs
•	 #72: Imagine

•	 #240: Fear Not Rejoice and Be Glad

•	 #266: The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound

•	 #289: For the Healing of the Nations

•	 #295: Let Justice Flow Down

•	 #296: We Are Called

•	 #297: Open Our Eyes

•	 #300: Come Now, You Blessed, Eat At My table

•	 #371: Tu fidelidad/I Depend Upon Your Faithfulness (spanish & english)

•	 #911: Abana/The Lord’s Prayer (Arabic & English, from Egypt)

•	 #941: Canto de esperanza/Song of Hope (Spanish & English from Argentina)

•	 #955: Mungu ni mwema/Know that God is Good (in Swahili, English, French, Luganda)

Psalter Hymnal (Grey)
•	 #501: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

•	 #523: Lord, You Give the Great Commission

•	 #529: Speak Forth Your Word, O Father

•	 #542: The Ends of All the Earth Shall Hear

•	 #545: Make Me A Channel of Your Peace

•	 #517: There’s No God As Great/No Hay Dios tan Grande (English and Spanish)

•	 #610: God Is My Rock/El Senor Es Mi Fuerza (English and Spanish)

Sing a New Creation
•	 #166: Gracious Spirit (from Tanzania)

•	 #177: O Christ, the Great Foundation

•	 #263: Open Our Eyes

•	 #270: In Labor All Creation Groans

•	 #272: O God, Your Justice Towers

•	 #282: Canto de esperanza/Song of Hope (spanish & english from Argentina)
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10 ways to Pray about Hunger
1. Pray for participants of World Renew and its partner Angkar for Development of Rural Areas’ 

(KADRA) alcohol awareness program in Cambodia. For Sambath, the program helped him see 
how alcohol was destroying his health and family. Now that Sambath has stopped drinking he 
has been able to support his family by working on their farm. 

2. Pray for children living in rural Guatemala. Many parents don’t understand the importance of 
education for their children. World Renew seeks to work with some of the most isolated regions 
to encourage education, among other areas such as health, and agriculture.

3. Pray for families like the Ramos family who has been working diligently in Honduras to 
implement what they have learned through World Renew’s sustainable livelihoods program. The 
family has established a home garden and is growing cucumbers, onions, green peppers, and 
more. Pray that their garden not only supplies them with healthy food, but also extra income 
from selling it at the market. 

4. Pray for adequate rain in Kenya. Dry conditions have left millions of citizens without enough 
food. Pray that enough rain will come for farmers to yield a harvest from the seeds they have 
received from World Renew.

5. Pray for girls in Malawi who are participating in World Renew’s business and entrepreneurship 
training. Many of these girls are learning new ways to earn income so that they can leave 
transactional sex. For Hamida, selling at the market didn’t provide enough income to feed her 
family. Out of desperation she would sleep with men to make ends meet. 

6. Pray for farmers like Lyop who are learning new techniques to grow spices in Nigeria. Her family 
has been struggling to make ends meet and through training with World Renew she has been 
able to grow enough turmeric and fennel to sell to a spice processing company. 

7. Pray for World Renew’s village savings and loans (VSLA) program in Sierra Leone. The program 
assists mothers like Kadiatu who aren’t able to earn enough income to cover basic needs for 
their families. Kadiatu and her husband have five children and struggled to provide two meals a 
day for their family to eat. Through the VSLA program she has been able to take a loan to grow 
her business selling house-hold goods.  

8. Pray for families who have been displaced due to war in Syria. Ahmad and his family were forced 
to move four times before crossing the border into Lebanon. Work has been hard to find and with 
little money it has been difficult for Ahmad to pay rent and provide food for his family. Thankfully, 
Ahmad was connected to a local church partnering with World Renew to supply food vouchers, 
but the struggle continues as more and more families are being forced to flee their homes. 

9. Pray for conservation agriculture techniques being taught in Tanzania. A farmer agreed to 
use his land as a demonstration plot to show how techniques such as spacing, manure, and 
intercropping could improve harvest. In the past the land usually produced 2-7 bags of maize. 
Now, it has been able to harvest 18 bags! Praise God!

10. Pray for refugees fleeing from South Sudan amid recent violence. Bidibidi, a resettlement area, in 
Uganda has become home to nearly 300,000 refugees.  World Renew is building latrines for those 
who have been displaced. The latrines will help them guard against diseases  like cholera and typhoid.
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Easy Origami Fish Instructions and Diagram

Origami FishFollow the instructions below to make this Easy Origami Fish

Kids will have lots of fun folding this easy origami fish and drawing in its eyes and stripes. I doubt 
they need help at all, but if they do, it would be to collapse the paper into a triangle and folding 
the fins perfectly. To center the fins perfectly, first place one over the other without creasing. Then 
kind of roll it up or down till they’re centered, and crease when they are.

If this easy origami fish doesn’t satisfy you, you can try the more challenging origami fish. It’s not 
an angelfish like this one, but leans towards more of the traditional fish figure. It’s not too hard, 
but definitely “showoffable”. You can find the directions for it online at www.origamiway.com

Step 1
Start with a square piece 
of origami paper. If you 
only have regular 8.5x11 
paper, cut the papter to a 
square 8.5x8.5.

Step 2
Fold the the upper left corner to the lower right 
corner, then unfold.

Step 3
Fold the upper right corner to the lower left 
corner, then unfold.

Step 4
Fold the top half back, then unfold.

Step 5
Poke the center with 
your finger so that the 
center pops in.

Step 6
Bring the left and right sides together so that 
the paper collapses into a triangle.

Step 7
Rotate the triangle left 
90° (counter-clockwise).

Step 8
Fold the bottom 
corner up a little above 
the center as shown.

Step 9
Fold the top flap over 
the bottom one as 
shown.

Step 10
Turn the fish over and you’re done. Draw the 
eye and some stripes to make it look nice!

instructions used with permission from origamiway.com
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See Your Gift At Work

Would you like to see how God is using 

your World Hunger offering to change 

stories around the world? World Renew has 

identified three communities where poverty, 

hunger and injustice have created major 

obstacles to people’s lives, but where World 

Renew is working with Christian leaders 

to bring about change. We’ll be providing 

photos, videos and story updates about 

these communities over the coming years. 

Join us in watching God change the story.

Kaberamaido, Uganda
worldrenew.net/Kaberamaido

Concepción Actelá, Guatemala   
worldrenew.net/Concepcion

 Srae Chrov, Cambodia    
worldrenew.net/SraeChrov





Look for other World Renew offering 
materials for the following dates:
•	 Thanksgiving (U.S.) 

November 22, 2016
•	 Christmas Day 

December 25, 2016
•	 Canadian Foodgrains Bank Sunday (Canada) 

March 4, 2018
•	 Disaster Response Services Sunday (U.S.)  

March 4, 2018
•	 Refugee Sunday (Canada) 

April 22, 2018
•	 World Renew Designated Sunday 

June 24, 2018
•	 Thanksgiving (Canada) 

October 8, 2018
•	 World Hunger Sunday 

November 4, 2018

WORLD RENEW-CANADA  3475 Mainway • PO Box 5070 

STN LCD 1 • Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8 • 1-800-730-3490

WORLD RENEW-US  1700 28th Street SE • Grand Rapids, 

MI 49508-1407 • 1-800-552-7972

worldrenew.net/worldhunger ftY  

World Renew is an agency of the Christian Reformed Church (CRC) 
that relies on support from donors like you and does not receive CRC 
Ministry Shares. To learn more about the CRC’s work in North America 
and around the world, visit www.crcna.org.
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