Our Church

Children’s Ministries Volunteer Packet

“Let the children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  Ephesians 5: 1
Volunteer Inspiration
Welcome to the Team!
Our Church’s Vision


Our Church will be an authentic community for people who may have given up on church but haven't necessarily given up on God. We will grow in our relationships with God and one another, in an atmosphere where dialogue and questioning are not only welcome, but expected. Together, we will work to give our lives completely over to God. And in so doing, we will experience the relevance of the Christian faith.

Our Church’s Children’s Ministries Mission Statement


Our Church believes in community.  As fellow believers we come together each week to be a part of this community in Christ.  Our Church’s Children’s Ministry team believes that children are an amazing addition to that community and we have a passion for children!  They are our future in so many ways.  We work hard to grow our children in God’s love by playing, teaching, and experiencing God’s lessons together.  
What it Means to be a Volunteer


As Jesus gathered with his disciples in the upper room to celebrate a final Passover meal together, he amazed them all be stooping to wash their feet.  Peter, one of the disciples, was angry and told Jesus not to wash his feet because he was not worthy.  But Jesus insisted saying, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  After the ceremonial feet cleansing was finished Jesus asked his disciples, “Do you understand what I have done for you?  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I’ve set an example that you should do as I have done for you.” (John 13:10-17)

Not only has Jesus called us to the awesome task of serving him through children’s ministry, but he has also given us his example to follow as we serve.  Wow!  You have volunteered to work with children at Our Church.  What a blessing.  Together we will work to follow Jesus’ example of servitude by teaching our youngest members about Christ.  

What is Involved in Volunteering with the Children’s Ministry Program
Playing

Play is an important part of children’s development.  Play introduces new experiences.  New toys, new friends, and new teachers all stimulate our children in very different ways.  At Our Church, we aim to provide children with a safe, stimulating place to play where they can learn about how much Jesus loves them.  As volunteers, we supervise our children at play, help them to play together with friends and model good behavior.
Teaching


Our children come to us each week ready to learn more about Jesus.  They love to sing, dance, listen to stories, do projects, play, and learn.  In each of these areas, we as teachers find ways to tell children about our amazing God.  Each week we prepare ourselves by reviewing a lesson plan before we come to church.  As church begins we are available to greet new and old parents and children alike.  We play and interact with the children.  Next we move into a time of more structured learning.  The children help us sing enthusiastically to praise Jesus.  This singing time together excites them so they’re ready to listen to a story about Jesus.  Our Church’s teachers may tell the story from memory, they may use visual aids, or they may read it right from the children’s Bible.  Either way, the children listen to a story about God’s love.  Next they’re ready to do a related project.  This might include a session of questions and answers, an art project, a game, an activity page, or a time to practice the week’s Bible memory.  After all this fun and learning the children are now ready to play again.  Our teachers sometimes initiate group games and sometimes just allow free play.  This ending time is just a time to let the children know this is a place to come and have fun.

Experiencing 

Here we are brought back to our foundation of community.  Just as our church community comes together to worship, our children come together to worship.  As teachers, we support that community by being available to the children and to the parents.  Our Children’s Ministry volunteers get down on the children’s level in order to learn from them.  They remember that children are an important part of our future and they work to nurture that future in many ways.  As we interact with our children, parents, and other volunteers, we begin to experience God’s love as part of a team.

What it Means to be a Team


Jesus says in the book of Luke that “the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (10:1-2).  The foundation of Jesus’ approach to working with volunteers is the team – even if that team is no more then two people.  Jesus always sent his disciples out in ministry teams.  Scripture is clear that it is not good to be alone.  Ecclesiastes says that “two are better than one…if one falls down, his friend can help him up” (4:9-10).  A team is a community.  Our Church’s Children’s Ministry Team is a group of people working toward a common goal – to show Christ’s love to children.
So with all this said… 

Welcome to the Team!  We’re excited you’re here.  Together we are ready to teach our youth, so get ready and “let the little children come to [Christ]!” (Matthew 19:14)

Volunteer Information

Know the children you minister to:

                      

Life Stage                                           Characteristics            
                 Leader Action
	
	
	

	Birth-12 months
	Key Word: Dependent

Physical: Cries to communicate

Mental: Starting to learn all five senses

Spiritual: Absorbs attitudes of those around them
	Give Care

1 Peter 5:7

	Toddlers


	Key Word: Discovery

Physical: Active, Growing rapidly

Mental: Sees everything, wants to handle

Spiritual: What they do is determined by others
	Right Responses

Exodus 2:9

	Age 2-3
	Key Word: Imitation

Physical: Active, “Let me do it”

Mental: Realistic, likes to touch and feel

Spiritual: Likes prayer before meals and bedtime
	To Impress

Mark 10:14



	Age 4-5
	Key Word: Receptivity

Physical: Continual motion, restless, wiggler

Mental: Open mind, a bundle of questions

Spiritual: Trusting, literal
	To Guide

Psalm 32:8



	Grades 1-2
	Key Word: Activity

Physical: Active, play is important

Mental: Curious, imaginative, wants certainty

Spiritual: Discerning, capacity for reverence
	To Control

Proverbs 22:6

	Grades 3-4
	Key Word: Involvement

Physical: Steady growth, better coordination

Mental: Influenced by group approval

Spiritual: Makes decisions based on right and wrong
	To Love

2 Corinthians 2:4

	Grades 5-6
	Key Word: Energy

Physical: Loud, boisterous, thoughtless

Mental: Hero worshiper, inquisitive

Spiritual: Worshiper, “Doer of the Word”
	To Direct

2 Timothy 3:15


Volunteer Introduction

Tell Us About Yourself!

General Information:
Date: __________________________
Full Name: _________________________________________________     **Age: _____

Address:

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Telephone Numbers:

Home: (____)_____________   *Work: (____)_____________   *Cell: (___)______________

Email address ________________________________________

*Birthday ___________________________________________

Ministry Information:

Do you regularly attend our worship services? __y / n __


If yes, when did you start attending? __________________________________

Are you currently serving in another church ministry at Our Church? __y / n__


If yes, please list: ___________________________________________________

How many times per month do you want to volunteer? ______

Which children’s program do you wish to volunteer with? (Circle all that apply)


Nursery


Small Children
Have you ever participated in a children’s ministry before?  __y / n__


If yes, detail participation below.


__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

May we contact personal and / or employment references concerning you? __y / n __


If yes, please list name and contact information below:


NAME




TELEPHONE #

______________________________________________


______________________________________________


______________________________________________


______________________________________________

We value our volunteers.  How can we better serve you?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any additional ideas for our children’s ministry program?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your hobbies and interests?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature: _________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

**Not required if over age 25

*Not required

*Please return completed forms to _______________, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Central Registry Check

Children’s Protective Services Intake Unit

Kent County Family Independence Agency

415 Franklin SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49705

PHONE (616) 247-6300

FAX (616) 247-6058

To Whom It May Concern:

Please send verification of whether the perspective volunteer or staff person named below is listed on the Children’s Protective Services Central Registry System as a perpetrator of abuse/neglect.  I have verified the name and date of identification / driver’s license.

Sincerely,

______________
Our Church
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

1234 Street Dr. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 12345
PHONE (616) 123-4568
I, the undersigned, authorize the Family Independence Agency to check the Central Registry System by name and identifiers to determine if my name has been placed on the Central Registry for substantiated abuse or neglect, as defined in ACT No. 238, Public Acts of 1975, as amended, being 722.636 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

PLEASE PRINT IN BLACK INK

Name of prospective volunteer / staff person ___________________________________

Maiden name or aliases: ____________________________________________________

Date of Birth: ______________________  Sex: _____________  Race: ______________

Home Address: ___________________________________________________________

                            Street Address 

City

State

Zip Code

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Date: __________________

Driver’s License Number: ________________________ 

**Personal Protection Policy of Our Church available upon request.


Sources: 


Awesome Volunteers by Christine Yount, Leadership Essentials by Craig Jutila, and The Growing Leader by Craig Jutila.








