Conversations for Listening Groups
Listening Groups have one purpose: to listen to God.  The people may change, the questions may change, and the circumstances may differ but as we gather together one thing remains the same: we know that the Word and Spirit will guide us to follow Christ and bring glory to God, our Father.  

For our purposes at this time, I present three conversations worth having.  These conversations are about character, calling and community.  We are to become like Christ.   We are called to serve in the Kingdom.  We live as a body of Christ.  Our focus is not on the theology.  Our intention is not to enter into debate about who is right.  Our hope is that our posture will be one of listening carefully to each other so that together we may hear more fully the voice of our God.  Our goal is that we may seek not only our own interest but each other’s interests so that we may discern the way of God among us.  Our expectation is that our behavior (word and act) will mature in Christ, our sense of calling deepen and our community demonstrate a love for God and neighbor.  
In this listening together, one dimension is very important:  silence.  Silence puts us in the posture of listening.  It is important that in this silence we ask a few questions: what is God saying to us? What changes would God encourage in me?  Where is God leading and directing us?  
In this process it is important to use “I” language.  To say “I am reminded of a passage in Scripture…”  “As I am listening, I hear…”  Too often in our language we avoid the “I”.  We would rather tell “you should..”  or  “this is the right way…”  leaving little room for discussion without argument or silencing (judging) people before hearing them.  We want to have space to speak and hear, to explore and discern.   Using “I” language helps that process.  
Conversation # 1:  Taking the Next Step

Passage:
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
 

Process:

In Verse 6, Paul says that Christ has begun a good work among you. Reflect on this.  These questions may be useful:   
How do you understand the good work?  
Describe the beginning of that good work?  
What has God done in you since then? 
What do you imagine completion looks like?  
Silence 

Two Passages

3 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your﻿a﻿ life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.﻿b﻿ 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.﻿c﻿ 8 But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive﻿d﻿ language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal﻿e﻿ there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord﻿f﻿ has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ﻿g﻿ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.﻿h﻿ 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 


 
3 His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by﻿d﻿ his own glory and goodness. 4 Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust, and may become participants of the divine nature. 5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with mutual﻿e﻿ affection, and mutual﻿f﻿ affection with love. 8 For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For anyone who lacks these things is nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters,﻿g﻿ be all the more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you. 


 

Silence

Conversation:  reflect on the intersection this passage and your life.  
What practices and attitudes do you think God is inviting you to change?  
To what/whom do you need to commit, give your time to, change your attitude, give yourself in service? 


How can gratitude become a practice for you? 


What can you “add”?
Prayer

Conversation # 2:  
Called into God’s Service
Passage
8 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 10 For 

“Those who desire life 

and desire to see good days, 

let them keep their tongues from evil 

and their lips from speaking deceit; 

11     let them turn away from evil and do good; 

let them seek peace and pursue it. 

12     For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

and his ears are open to their prayer. 

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,﻿b﻿ and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence.﻿c﻿ Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered﻿d﻿ for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you﻿e﻿ to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for﻿f﻿ a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 


 

Conversation:
Calling is a big word to talk about how God calls us to follow Jesus.  The disciples were called to be apostles.  Samuel was called to be a prophet.  Sometimes we are called to particular responsibilities.  All of us are called to follow Jesus.  In this passage, (v.8,9) Peter speaks of our calling and puts it in the context of our witness to our community.  Reflect on this passage.
Questions that might help.  
Do you make choices to follow Jesus that cause you to lose out in terms of this friendship, opportunity, wealth?  
How do you choose to bless your neighbours?  
What actions show that you understand the struggles of your neighbor?  

Have you recently felt a nudge toward your neighbor/ community?  
Could this be God’s call? 

Silence

After a time of silence wonder together:  
what has been going through your mind?  
What have you heard in the silence?  

Silence

Discernment:  
Is there a whisper of God’s Spirit here? 
Is God leading us to a particular ministry?

Ought we continue this conversation at another time?  
Prayer
Conversation #3 : Community
Passage

4 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace. 4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 and one God and Father, who is over all and in all and living through all.

7 However, he has given each one of us a special gift﻿*﻿ through the generosity of Christ. 8 That is why the Scriptures say,

“When he ascended to the heights,

he led a crowd of captives

and gave gifts to his people.”﻿*﻿

9 Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that Christ also descended to our lowly world.﻿*﻿ 10 And the same one who descended is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himself.

11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.

14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.


 

Conversation
Church is a many sided gift.  We are bound together in Christ by Spirit in gift and in love.  Our sisters and brothers are people loved by Christ.  We are gifted and led by the Spirit.  We are chosen to be lights of grace in this world.  And yet, these lofty words are mixed in with stories of pain and suffering caused by these very same people.  In that tension, we are community.  
Reflect on this tension.   
How have you experienced the tension?  
When was the church best in your experience?  
Was there a time you wept because of life of the church?  
When did your own desires and “sense of right” stand in the way of fellowship?  
Do you feel accepted as a necessary part of the body of Christ?  
Silence

Is there something that Christ would say to us now?  To a particular person? 

Silence

The story of Jesus includes washing feet (John 13) and bearing our sin (the cross).  Reflect on how can these stories lead us as we relate to each other in the church.  

Silence

Discernment:

What invitation to you hear from God today?  
How can you help make the church a healthier community? 
What is God inviting you to share? 
Prayer

�The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (Php 1:3-6). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.


a Other authorities read our


b Other ancient authorities lack on those who are disobedient (Gk the children of disobedience)


c Or living among such people


d Or filthy


e Gk its creator, 11where


f Other ancient authorities read just as Christ


g Other ancient authorities read of God, or of the Lord


h Other ancient authorities read to the Lord


�The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (Col 3:1-17). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.


d Other ancient authorities read through


e Gk brotherly


f Gk brotherly


g Gk brothers


�The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (2 Pe 1:3-11). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.


b Gk their fear


c Or respect


d Other ancient authorities read died


e Other ancient authorities read us


f Or a pledge to God from


�The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (1 Pe 3:8-22). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.


* Greek a grace.


* Ps 68:18.


* Or to the lowest parts of the earth.
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