Disabled Persons or Enabled Children of God?

By Curt Gesch (used by permission of the author)

Text:  I Peter 2:9-10; 4:7-11 Scriptures referred to:   Genesis 1:26; I Corinthians 12:12, 14; Ephesians 2:10; I Corinthians 12:4; I Corinthians 12:7

Congregation of Jesus Christ:


Almost everyone has some idea of what might happen "just before the end."  Tim LaHaye and Larry Jenkins have sold about 17 million (and counting) novels which presents their understanding of things.  Before that, I guess Frank Peretti's This Present Darkness  series was very influential.  Before that, it was The Late Great Planet Earth.  


There is really nothing new.  In the middle ages there were all sorts of millenial movements, too, which interpreted the "last days" and which influenced people to overthrow kings, or withdraw from the world, to live frantically and immorally, or mortify the body by denying themselves the pleasures of sex, family, work, art, and recreation.  


In the apostle Peter's day there were also concerns about when exactly the end would come and how Christian people should live in order to prepare for it.  I'm not sure that Peter would have admitted to certainty about the "times and seasons", either, but he considered the end "near," and had definite thoughts—inspired thoughts—about how to prepare for the "end of all things."  


Here's what he said:

1. be clear minded and self controlled so that you can pray

2. love each other deeply

3. offer hospitality . . . without grumbling

4. each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others

5. if anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God

6. if anyone serve, he should do it with the strength God provides


The content of Peter's directives is perhaps unexpected for the more spectacularly-oriented" end-times crowd":  prepare for the end of time by being self-controlled, pray, love, be hospitable, use your gifts, speak prophetically, serve each other.  


Equally significant is, however, are the implications of to whom these words are addressed. You probably have noticed that I emphasized certain words in my reading of verses 4-6. It is part-and-parcel of preparing for the end-times, says the apostle Peter,   


that each and every one of "God's elect,"  



of his "obedient children" (chapter 1);


that any one of those "living stones," 




that "chosen people,"



the "holy nation" 



that is a "people belonging to God" (chapter 2). . . 


that all actively participate in the preparing for the end of all things. (Besides emphasizing orally, this emphasis can be illustrated on a slide too.)


Everybody. 


That's what today's message is about.


Everybody needs to do these things.


Everybody should use the gifts God has given; 



everybody should speak God's words to each other; 



everybody should serve.


God—the Creator of all, and "no respecter of persons"—has built a nation, a church, through the blood of the covenants—old and new.  


Throughout Biblical history, we see God caring for the weak, the orphans, the foreigners and aliens, the oppressed, the blind, the lame, the deaf, the eunuch, the sorrowing, the poor, the sick.


In his ministry, our Lord Jesus Christ, used his Messianic gifts for all the people he encountered, including Canaanites, Samaritans, prostitutes, "sinners," Pharisees, kings, Roman centurions, the sick, demon-possessed, the grieving, the poor.


We have no better example than our God Himself.  He invites praise from all people.  He "so loved the world" that He gave up his son for it. 


And so now he asks that all his people--every one/any one/each one—prepare for his return in glory.  


But . . . 

· How can they serve if they are not asked?

· How they can worship if they can not get a ride?

· How can they praise if their wheelchairs can't get into the building?

· How can they be encouraged if they cannot hear?

· How can they show joy in the Lord if their inarticulate noises are discouraged?                (Consider reading the story of Nicole here: http://www.thebanner.org/magazine/article.cfm?article_id=1212)


The United Nations says that "Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others."

Christianity teaches the following:

· God the Father made all people.  He made humanity, we believe, in his own image.

· God the Son ministered to and associated with all the people he encountered without distinction.

· God the Holy Spirit is here right now, equipping all his people for service. 


Having a Disability Concerns Sunday is not some new "worthy cause," some new form of the church being "politically correct."  


It is a way of doing what we do every other Sunday in the year:  



calling all to worship; 



calling all to prayer;



calling all to praise;



calling all to give.


It is a way of responding to our Lord's command to prepare for his return.  So let us look around and make sure that we have not—through intention or neglect—created barriers 

· that prevent each one . . . from using. . .  whatever gift he has received to serve others;

· that prevents anyone . . .  from speaking (as it were) . . . the very words of God

· that prevents anyone from serving with the strength God provides."


Everybody belongs; everybody serves is not so much a slogan for a committee as it is a witness that—where it is true—there you find the very Body of Christ make real among us. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
� Article 1:  Purpose, "Final report of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and dignity of Persons with Disabilities," United Nations General Assembly, A/61/611, 6 December 2006.





