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                                Minister Relocations
The following suggestions are intended to assist churches in helping manage moving expenses for a minister since synodical regulations require the calling church to underwrite expenses of a minister’s move.  The particulars of the move would be determined by the council and minister.
1.
Help ministers keep moving costs as low as possible.  Suggestions include:
-
Sort through belongings and toss unwanted items prior to the move.
- 
Take on as much packing of household goods as you are comfortable with.  Packing materials are available from mover.

-
Use volunteers from the local congregation, family, or friends to help prepare for the move.
2.
Recommend that at least two estimates be submitted for review before approval of one estimate.  Consider requesting a “Guaranteed not to Exceed” estimate.
3.  Consider covering a house-hunting trip.

4.  Make sure to cover transportation of household goods with full value transit insurance coverage. 
5.  Consider covering mileage for at least one vehicle at the current IRS mileage rate for U.S. and per Canada Revenue Agency guidelines for Canada.  Reasonable hotel and meal costs could also be covered. 
6.  Recommend that all receipts of expenses are submitted for reimbursement as substantiation of expense incurred.  This will help ensure most favorable tax treatment for the minister.
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