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Youth Ministry in the CRCNA 

November 2017 

The Posture of a Champion 
A few weeks ago I received a phone call from Sam 
Rekker. I’ve known Sam for about four years, but he 
has served his local church as a volunteer youth 
leader for well over 30 years. Sam has also served 
the CRC’s Classis Quinte (Southeast Ontario) as a 
youth ministry champion for quite some time—even 
before there was such a thing! 

A champion serves as the youth ministry 
“conscience” of the classis and acts as the focal 
point for communication, networking, advocacy, and 
vision. Sam has been all those things. 

One thing I love about SAM is that he illustrates just 
how flexible the requirements are for a classis youth 
ministry champion. He has never been involved in 
paid ministry, and he is 73 years old! 

Sam illustrates that a love for the Lord, for the 
church, for teens, and a servant heart that            
continually listens, learns, and encourages provides 
blessings too many to count. 

Sam called me to say that God has called him to    
another ministry focus, but that the classis will be 
cared for by a newly assigned champion who will 
bring new energy and passion. 

We’ll miss you, Sam, but we do certainly celebrate 
this new adventure with you! 

Vision for Ministry 

We believe that a healthy youth ministry 
takes place in congregations that are shaped 
by grace and committed to preparing God’s 
people for works of service. All of us, from 
the oldest to the youngest, are sinners called 
to come to the cross to find new life in Jesus 
Christ. All of us, from the oldest to the 
youngest, are called to mature in that grace 
our entire lives. Youth ministry flourishes in 
congregations committed to lifelong faith 
formation. 

Quotes of Note 

“Bonhoeffer saw the faithful church as the 
church that carried children. The church’s 
practical form can be little more than loving, 
embracing, and supporting the Young.” 

From the book Faith Formation in a Secular 
Age by Andrew Root 

Contact Information 

Ron deVries CRCNA Youth Ministry Catalyzer 

780-619-6566 

rondevries@crcna.org 

www.crcna.org/youth (NEW) 

twitter.com/crcna_youth (NEW) 
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Last week I shared with Syd Hielema (FFM Team 
Leader) that I believe we are on the cusp of a huge 
“reformation revival” in CRC youth ministry. God is  
doing amazing things through the passion of his    
children right now. I’ve seen many recent examples of 
that, including these: 

 15 U.S. and 12 Canadian classes now have some-
one like Sam who will champion youth ministry. 
That covers more than half of the denomination! 
Three years ago, there were only four champions. 

 More than 500 students who attended Youth     
Unlimited’s SERVE this year committed or           
recommitted their lives to Christ. 

 And this year we remember together that 500 
years ago there was a significant reshaping in the 
history of the Church. 

God is powerfully at work! As one youth ministry 
champion said recently, “Boy, this gets me jazzed!” 

We at Faith Formation Ministries were moved by the 
passion and vision evident in Chicago, and are       
engaged in building the support structure whose 
seeds were planted there. 

November 2017 

Suggested Resources for You 

For a compelling “tech and  
ministry” read, Andy Crouch’s 
book The Tech-Wise Family is 
a must-have. 
 
We recently hosted part 1 of a 
webinar on “The Spiritual 
Characteristics of 
Teens” (watch it at http://
vimeo.com/239650390).  

To register for the second part in this series on  
November 14, visit https://crcna.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_Um0DIY0ZQwON1M_xSbgFHg. 

Annual Calvin              
Symposium on Worship  

Annual Calvin Symposium on Worship 
January 25-27, 2018 • Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, USA. Theme: “Jesus Did Many 
Other Things As Well—The Eastertide 
Gospel” 

It may have been the most significant six 
weeks ever. Because the Bible tells us 
that for 40 whole days the resurrected 
King of kings and Lord of lords was alive 
and walking the streets of this world. 
Amazing! You would think that the      
gospels would have recorded everything 
Jesus said and did following his history-
shattering resurrection. After all, what 
could be more important than what  
happened during those awesome days? 
And yet . . . we have only a precious few 
texts that tell us anything about what 
happened between Easter and the       
Ascension. Perhaps the message is that 
everything we need to know about Jesus 
and his work had been revealed well   
before God validated it all by raising the 
Son from the dead. Still, what we find in 
that handful of post-Easter texts reveals 
much about Jesus and the nature of    
salvation. At Symposium 2018 our main 
worship services will ponder these texts 
to see what they tell us about                
discipleship and what it means “to serve 
a risen Savior” who, through us, is still in 
the world today. To find out more about 
the upcoming Worship Symposium,     
follow this link. https://
worship.calvin.edu/symposium/
register.html  Easy Win Resource of the Month! 

Youth Unlimited’s SERVE sites open for registration 
on November 1st. Book your spots by visiting https://
www.youthunlimited.org/serve/register-for-serve/  

God Is at Work in the CRCNA  
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