SOME THOUGHTS TO PREPARE DISABILITY PANEL PARTICIPANTS
1.
The discussion will be directed so each of you can be communicators and not complainers.

2.
Remain real and specific.  Do not go on and on about how the Lord has daily renewed your strength.  Certainly that's part of the story, but it is not the entire story.

3.
Labels: is there a label that has offended you?  What do you like to be called?

4.
Describe a typical day.  How does the disability make daily routines different?

5.
What is the worst or least helpful thing someone did or said in an effort to help?  What is the best or most helpful thing someone did or said in an effort to help?

6.
Has the disability affected your family emotionally?  Socially?  Financially?

7.
Has it affected brothers and sisters?

8.
Grief - How do you and your church handle chronic grief which may or may not be associated with your particular disability?

9.
What feelings surfaced when you first learned of the disability?  Towards God?  Towards the church?  Towards spouse?

10.
What have you wanted from the church through all this?  Did the church ever ask?  What did you actually get from the church?

11.
Would you like to tell the church something (good or bad)?  What would you tell the church?

12.
Has this disability changed the spiritual climate of your home?

Note:
a)
These questions are given you in advance to aid in your preparation and to diminish any misgivings or uncertainty you may feel.

b)
Not all the questions on this list will be asked.  And a few questions not on the list may be asked.  But I will neither surprise nor embarrass you.

c)
Some questions are appropriate for your disability; some are not.

d) Please do not prepare lengthy written answers to these questions.  An informed but informal response is to be preferred.

