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CHURCH PROFILE FORM 

Church Information: 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Location of church [City, State/Province]: ___________________________________________ 

Classical Church Counselor: ______________________________________________________ 

Search Committee Contact: 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Home: __________________ Cell:_____________________ Work:__________

 Email address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Community Setting: 

Growth

Growing

Static

Declining 

Location   

Rural  

Small Town

Metropolitan

Suburban

Inner City

Small City   

Function

Industrial   

College/University

Agricultural

Recreational

Military

Bedroom Community 

Approximate population of community: _____________________________________________ 
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Church Profile: 

We are open to: 
DĂůĞ ĂnĚ FĞŵĂůĞ ƉĂƐtoƌƐ FĞŵĂůĞ ƉĂƐtoƌƐ onůy DĂůĞ ƉĂƐtoƌƐ onůy 

>iƐt Ăůů ƐtĂĨĨ ƉoƐitionƐ͗ 

Position Available:   Date of vacancy: 

General position description:

Full-time  WĂƌtͲtiŵĞ 

Bi-vocational position͍

zĞƐ   Eo 

Number of years preferred of ministry experience of potential candidate: 

Required languages: 



Church Demographics:

Racial/Ethnic composition of congregation and surrounding community: 

Composition of congregation: 
DonoͲCuůtuƌĂů
DuůtiͲCuůtuƌĂů
^ƉĞciĨic �tŚnicity ;ƐƉĞciĨy͗ Ϳ

�ŐĞ͗
й ϬͲϭϭ й ϭϮͲϭϴ й ϭϵͲϮϰ й ϮϱͲϯϰ

й ϯϱͲϰϵ й ϱϬͲϲϰ йϲϱн 

KccuƉĂtion͗
й dƌĂĚĞƐ й ^tĂyͲĂtͲŚoŵĞ ƉĂƌĞntй �uƐinĞƐƐ  й WƌoĨĞƐƐionĂů  

й ^tuĚĞnt

WĞƌcĞntĂŐĞ oĨ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ ďĞůonŐinŐ to tŚĞ conŐƌĞŐĂtion͗
й
й

>ĞƐƐ tŚĂn ϱ yĞĂƌƐ 
ϱͲϭϬ yĞĂƌƐ
ϭϬ oƌ ŵoƌĞ yĞĂƌƐ й

>iƐt tŚĞ ůĂƐt tŚƌĞĞ ƉĞƌƐonƐ in tŚiƐ ƉoƐition͗

ϭ͘ 
Ϯ͘ 
ϯ͘

й �ŐƌicuůtuƌĞ й ZĞtiƌĞĚ й KtŚĞƌ

Profile of church members: 

�ǀĞƌĂŐĞ ^unĚĂy ĂttĞnĚĂncĞ͗ 

�ctiǀĞ ĂĚuůt ƉƌoĨĞƐƐinŐ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͗ 



toƌƐŚiƉ͗

,oǁ ĂƌĞ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ inǀoůǀĞĚ in ƉůĂnninŐ ĂnĚ ƉĂƌticiƉĂtion in tŚĞ ůituƌŐyͬǁoƌƐŚiƉ͍

�ĞƐcƌiďĞ tŚĞ ǁoƌƐŚiƉ ƐĞƌǀicĞƐ in youƌ cŚuƌcŚ͗

�ĞƐcƌiďĞ tŚĞ ĚiƐciƉůĞƐŚiƉ ƉƌĂcticĞƐ in youƌ cŚuƌcŚ Ĩoƌ Ăůů ĂŐĞƐ oĨ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ ĂnĚ ĂttĞnĚĞƌƐ͗

�uiůĚinŐͬFinĂnciĂů͗

WƌĞƐĞnt ĂnnuĂů ďuĚŐĞt͗ 

>ĂƐt yĞĂƌΖƐ ĂnnuĂů ďuĚŐĞt͗ 

WĞƌcĞntĂŐĞ oĨ ĨinĂnciĂů oďůiŐĂtionƐ ŵĞt ;ůĂƐt coŵƉůĞtĞ yĞĂƌ ƌĞƉoƌtĞĚͿ͗

�uĚŐĞt

�ĞnoŵinĂtionĂů DiniƐtƌy ^ŚĂƌĞƐ

CůĂƐƐicĂů DiniƐtƌy ^ŚĂƌĞƐ

�ŵount contƌiďutĞĚ ĂďoǀĞ ďuĚŐĞt ĂnĚ ŵiniƐtƌy ƐŚĂƌĞƐ͗ 

^ƉĞciĨy ;oƉtionĂůͿ͗ 

FĂciůitiĞƐ͗

�ĞƐcƌiďĞ ĨĂciůitiĞƐ͗

�ƌĞ youƌ ďuiůĚinŐƐ ĂĚĞƋuĂtĞ Ĩoƌ youƌ ŵiniƐtƌiĞƐ͍ zĞƐ Eo

IĨ no͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĞǆƉůĂin͗

IƐ Ă ďuiůĚinŐ ƉƌoŐƌĂŵ ƉƌoũĞctĞĚ͍ zĞƐ Eo

IĨ yĞƐ͕ ĚĞƐcƌiďĞ ǁŚĂt ĂnĚ ǁŚĞn͗

�oĞƐ tŚĞ cŚuƌcŚ oǁn Ă ƉĂƌƐonĂŐĞ͍  zĞƐ Eo

>ocĂtion oĨ oĨĨicĞ oƌ ƐtuĚy͗



Compensation: 

The salary range we are prepared to offer our new pastor is based on the CRC Minister 

Compensation Survey for our area: 
If other, please specify: 

The average annual increase for this position over the past three years is: 

 $  or % 

,ouƐinŐ͗

,ouƐinŐ ĂůůoǁĂncĞ
WĂƌƐonĂŐĞ onůy
�itŚĞƌ oĨ tŚĞ ĂďoǀĞ

�ĞnĞĨitƐ ĂnĚ ĞǆƉĞnƐĞƐ͗

WĞnƐion
DĞĚicĂů inƐuƌĂncĞ
>iĨĞ inƐuƌĂncĞ
^ociĂů ^Ğcuƌity oƌ CĂnĂĚĂ WĞnƐion
dƌĂǀĞůͬŵiůĞĂŐĞ
ContinuinŐ �ĚucĂtion ĨunĚƐ
ContinuinŐ �ĚucĂtion tiŵĞ ĂůůottĞĚ
^ĂďďĂticĂů Ɖoůicy in ƉůĂcĞ
�nnuĂů ǀĂcĂtion ;η ǁĞĞŬƐͿ
KtŚĞƌ ;ƉůĞĂƐĞ ƐƉĞciĨyͿ



CŚuƌcŚ CŚĂƌĂctĞƌiƐticƐ͗

[Check which one(s) are closest to your church's characteristics]

WƌĞƐĞntůy͕ tŚĞ FKCh^ KF KhZ C,hZC,Ζ^ DIEI^dZz iƐ

Coŵŵunity
ĞǆcůuƐiǀĞůy

Coŵŵunity
ƉƌiŵĂƌiůy

Coŵŵunity Θ 
cuƌƌĞnt ŵĞŵďĞƌƐͬ

ƉĂƌticiƉĂntƐ 
ĞƋuĂůůy

CuƌƌĞnt 
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐͬ

ƉĂƌticiƉĂntƐ 
ƉƌiŵĂƌiůy

CuƌƌĞnt 
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐͬ

ƉĂƌticiƉĂntƐ 
ĞǆcůuƐiǀĞůy

�ǆtĞƌnĂů IntĞƌnĂů

In ouƌ cŚuƌcŚ͕ tŚĞ tKZ^,IW ^�ZsIC� I^ ��^I'E�� FKZ

�ĞƐiŐnĞĚ Ĩoƌ 
uncŚuƌcŚĞĚ

�ŵƉŚĂƐiƐ on 
uncŚuƌcŚĞĚ

hncŚuƌcŚĞĚ ĂnĚ 
ďĞůiĞǀĞƌƐ

�ŵƉŚĂƐiƐ on 
ďĞůiĞǀĞƌƐ

�ĞƐiŐnĞĚ Ĩoƌ 
ďĞůiĞǀĞƌƐ

hncŚuƌcŚĞĚ CŚuƌcŚĞĚ

In ouƌ cŚuƌcŚ͕ tŚĞ ^dz>� KF Dh^IC uƐĞĚ in tŚĞ ǁoƌƐŚiƉ ƐĞƌǀicĞ iƐ

ContĞŵƉoƌĂƌy DoƐtůy 
contĞŵƉoƌĂƌy

�ůĞnĚĞĚ DoƐtůy 
tƌĂĚitionĂů

dƌĂĚitionĂů

ContĞŵƉoƌĂƌy dƌĂĚitionĂů

In ouƌ cŚuƌcŚ͕ >����Z^,IW iƐ ŐĞnĞƌĂůůy ƉƌoǀiĚĞĚ ďy tŚĞ

WƌĞĚoŵinĂntůy 
ůĂy ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ

FƌĞƋuĞntůy ůĂy 
ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ

>Ăy ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ Θ 
ƉĂƐtoƌĂů ƐtĂĨĨ 

ƐŚĂƌĞ ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚiƉ

>Ăy ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ 
Ĩunction unĚĞƌ 
ƉĂƐtoƌĂů ƐtĂĨĨ

WƌĞĚoŵinĂntůy 
ƉĂƐtoƌĂů ƐtĂĨĨ

ConŐƌĞŐĂtionĂů 
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ

WĂƐtoƌĂů ƐtĂĨĨ

Kuƌ cŚuƌcŚ ƐĞĞŬƐ to �ECKhZ�'� ^WIZIdh�> 'ZKtd, tŚƌouŐŚ

Eo ƐƉĞciĨic 
ŵiniƐtƌiĞƐ

DiniƐtƌiĞƐ Ĩoƌ Ă 
ĨĞǁ ŐƌouƉƐ

DiniƐtƌiĞƐ Ĩoƌ 
ƐĞůĞctĞĚ ŐƌouƉƐ

DiniƐtƌiĞƐ Ĩoƌ 
ŵoƐt ŐƌouƉƐ

DiniƐtƌiĞƐ Ĩoƌ
Ăůů ŐƌouƉƐ

InĨoƌŵĂů FoƌŵĂů

In ouƌ cŚuƌcŚ͕ �s�E'�>I^D ^dZ�d�'I�^ �E� D�d,K�^ ĂƌĞ

WƌĞĚoŵinĂntůy 
unƉůĂnnĞĚ

'ĞnĞƌĂůůy 
unƉůĂnnĞĚ

�ƋuĂů
ĞŵƉŚĂƐiƐ

'ĞnĞƌĂůůy 
ƉůĂnnĞĚ

WƌĞĚoŵinĂntůy 
ƉůĂnnĞĚ

hnƉůĂnnĞĚ WůĂnnĞĚ



Kuƌ cŚuƌcŚ iƐ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ oĨ tŚĞ �CKEKDIC �Is�Z^Idz oĨ ouƌ coŵŵunity

^tƌonŐůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

DoƐtůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

DoĚĞƌĂtĞůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

DiůĚůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

tĞĂŬůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

,iŐŚ 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtion

>oǁ 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtion

Kuƌ cŚuƌcŚ iƐ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ oĨ tŚĞ �d,EIC �Is�Z^Idz oĨ ouƌ coŵŵunity

^tƌonŐůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

DoƐtůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

DoĚĞƌĂtĞůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

DiůĚůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

tĞĂŬůy 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtiǀĞ

,iŐŚ 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtion

>oǁ 
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞntĂtion

Kuƌ cŚuƌcŚΖƐ Z�^WKE^� dK CKDW�^^IKE͕ D�ZCz͕ �E� :h^dIC� E���^ iƐ

CoŵŵitŵĞnt to 
cŚuƌcŚͲďĂƐĞĚ 

Ăction

�ncouƌĂŐĞŵĞnt 
oĨ cŚuƌcŚͲďĂƐĞĚ 

Ăction

CŚuƌcŚͲďĂƐĞĚ 
ĂnĚ ƉĞƌƐonĂů 

Ăction

�ncouƌĂŐĞŵĞnt 
oĨ ƉĞƌƐonĂů 

Ăction

CoŵŵitŵĞnt to 
ƉĞƌƐonĂů

Ăction

CŚuƌcŚͲďĂƐĞĚ WĞƌƐonĂů

Kuƌ cŚuƌcŚΖƐ DI^^IKE�> FKCh^ iƐ

�ůů ůocĂů DoƐtůy ůocĂů �ƋuĂůůy ůocĂů
ĂnĚ ŐůoďĂů

DoƐtůy ŐůoďĂů �ůů ŐůoďĂů

>ocĂů 'ůoďĂů



Narrative:

/Ŷ�ǁŚat�ǁaǇƐ�ĚŽeƐ�ǇŽƵr�ĐŚƵrĐŚ�ƉartiĐiƉate�iŶ�eĐƵŵeŶiĐaů�aĐtivitieƐ͍

ZeĨůeĐt�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵr�ƐtreŶŐtŚƐͬŐiĨtƐ�aƐ�a�
ĐŚƵrĐŚ:

ZeĨůeĐt�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵr�ƉaƐƐiŽŶƐ�aƐ�a�ĐŚƵrĐŚ:

>iƐt�ƐƉeĐiĨiĐ�ƉrŽďůeŵƐ�ǁitŚ�ǁŚiĐŚ�ǇŽƵr�ĐŽŶŐreŐatiŽŶ�ƐtrƵŐŐůeƐ:



zĞƐ Eo�o you ŚĂǀĞ Ă ƌĞcĞntůy ĂƌticuůĂtĞĚ ŵiƐƐionͬǀiƐion Ĩoƌ ŵiniƐtƌy͍  

tŚĂt ŚĂƐ ďĞĞn tŚĞ ŵoƐt intĞƌĞƐtinŐ ĂnĚ cŚĂůůĞnŐinŐ ĞǀĞnt in tŚĞ ůiĨĞ oĨ youƌ cŚuƌcŚ in tŚĞ ůĂƐt tŚƌĞĞ 
yĞĂƌƐ͍

�ĞƐcƌiďĞ youƌ unĚĞƌƐtĂnĚinŐ oĨ tŚĞ ƌĞůĂtionƐŚiƉ ďĞtǁĞĞn tŚĞ ůocĂů cŚuƌcŚ ĂnĚ tŚĞ CŚƌiƐtiĂn ZĞĨoƌŵĞĚ 
ĚĞnoŵinĂtion͗

>iƐt�ŵaũŽr�ŐŽaůƐ�tŚat�tŚiƐ�ĐŽŶŐreŐatiŽŶ�ŚaƐ�Ɛet�ĨŽr�itƐeůĨ�Žr�ŽƉƉŽrtƵŶitieƐ�tŚe�ĐŽŶŐreŐatiŽŶ�aŶtiĐiƉateƐ:

�eƐĐriďe�ǁŚat�ďeiŶŐ��ŚriƐtiaŶƐ�ŽĨ�ZeĨŽrŵeĚ�aĐĐeŶt�ŵeaŶƐ�tŽ�ǇŽƵ:



tŚat�Śave�ďeeŶ�tŚe�tŚree�ŵŽƐt�iŵƉŽrtaŶt�eveŶtƐ�iŶ�tŚe�ŚiƐtŽrǇ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵr�ĐŚƵrĐŚ͍

/ĚeŶtiĨǇ�ƐŽŵe�ŽĨ�tŚe�ĐƵůtƵraů�ĐŚaůůeŶŐeƐ�ĨaĐiŶŐ��ŚriƐtiaŶƐ�aŶĚ��ŚriƐtiaŶ�ĐŚƵrĐŚeƐ�
tŽĚaǇ:



>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚiƉ͗

,oǁ ŵĂny counciů ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ ĚoĞƐ youƌ cŚuƌcŚ ŚĂǀĞ͍

tŚĂt iƐ tŚĞ ůĞnŐtŚ oĨ tĞƌŵ Ĩoƌ counciů ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͍

,oǁ oĨtĞn ĚoĞƐ tŚĞ Ĩuůů counciů ŵĞĞt͍

tŚĂt ƐuďŐƌouƉƐ oĨ counciů ĞǆiƐt͕ Śoǁ Ěo tŚĞy Ĩunction ĂnĚ Śoǁ oĨtĞn Ěo tŚĞy ŵĞĞt͍
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	Name: Bethel Christian Reformed Church
	Location of church City StateProvince: Shiprock, NM
	Classical Church Counselor:  Rev. Stanley Jim
	Name_2: Esperanza Guerrero
	Address: PO Box 10 Shiprock, NM 87420
	Email address: eaperanzaguerrero@gmail.com
	Approximate population of community: 9,000
	Position Available: Minister of the Word
	Date of vacancy: 3/15/2025
	Phone_Home: 
	Phone_Cell: 505-686-5451
	Phone_Work: 
	Rural: Yes
	SmallTown: Yes
	Metropolitan: Off
	Suburban: Off
	InnerCity: Off
	Industrial: Yes
	CollegeUniversity: Yes
	Agricultural: Yes
	Growing: Yes
	Static: Yes
	Military: Off
	Recreational: Off
	Declining: Off
	SmallCity: Off
	BedroomCommunity: Off
	Gender_OpenTo: Choice1
	StaffPositions: Pastor
	PositionDescription: See church order article 12 of the Chr. Ref. Church's 'Church Order.'
The pastor would also be part of our community's inter denominational ministries association.
Help keep the church premises in order
It would be nice to get at least a little grasp of the Navajo language
Be willing to pick up children (and adults) for church ministry and events.

	Full_Part_Time: Choice1
	BiVocational: Choice2
	YearsExperience: no preference
	RequiredLanguages: English
	Age_0-11: 5
	Age_12-18: 5
	Age_19-24: 2
	Age_25-34: 3
	Age_35-49: 10
	Age_50-64: 15
	Age_65+: 60
	Occupation_Business: 
	Occupation_Professional: 20
	Occupation_Trades: 15
	Occupation_AtHome: 5
	Occupation_Agriculture: 
	Occupation_Retired: 60
	Occupation_Student: 
	Occupation_Other: 
	Belonging_0-5: 30
	Belonging_5-10: 20
	Belonging_10-: 50
	Racial_Ethnic_Composition: We are a Native American community with in which there are a few other races represented.  Others but Native American are generally for the Indian Health Services
	Mono-cultural: Off
	MultiCultural: Off
	Specify: Yes
	SpecifyEthnicity: Native American
	Last3_1: John Greydanus   
	Text3_2: Abe Koolhaas
	Text3_3: VanderStoep
	Liturgy_Worship: Members have been encouraged to indicate what topics they would like to hear a sermon on.  Our previous pastor has done most of the planning in conjunction with the worship committee.   Now the planning and participation flows through the worship committee.   We do have 4 members with a license to exhort and they bring the message presently on a regular basis. Council members are presently participating in the worship services to a greater degree. 
	Worship_Services: Our worship service are a blend of Navajo and English songs. We start the service with various songs in the Navajo language and then switch to English.  Some of those who lead may speak more in English or a mixture of both languages. Our previous pastor introduces us to new songs from time to time and has been more on the liturgical side and keep the 'church year' in mind. As we do not have musicians in our church we frequently use 'video songs' that assist us in worship.  We do have baptisms a few times a year and celebrate the Lord's Supper on the 1st Sunday of every other month.  Our worship services begin at about 1 1/2 hour long. Our church has been unique in that we provide a translation of most sermons in the Navajo language with the help of a number of leaders in our church who receive the sermon transcript of the pastor and in an adjoining room translate it to those interested in hearing the sermon in the Navajo language (anywhere from 8-15 people).
	Discipleship_Practices: Sunday School for children that is held on Sunday from 11 AM - 12:00 Noon.
Adult Bible study on Wednesday mornings led by volunteers
GEMS girls and Cadet boys clubs each Wednesday evening (late September - early May)
Vacation Bible School
Annual camp meeting and revival
Other events as brought before the council and approved by the council 
	Present_Budget: 117,115
	Last_Years_Budget: 115,090
	Budget_Met: 100 %
	Classical_Min_Share_Met: 100 %
	Denom_Min_Share_Met: 100 %
	Above_Budget_Min_Share: 
	Above_Specify: 
	Describe_Facilities: Sanctuary that seats 200+ people. Fellowship hall (90 person capacity) with educational rooms.  4 Bedroom parsonage.  
	Buildings_Adequate: Choice1
	Building_Program_Projected: Choice2
	Parsonage_Owned: Choice1
	Office_Location: 
	Salary_CompSurvey: Yes
	Salary_Other: 
	Increase_$: 
	Increase_%: 6
	Housing: Choice2
	Weeks_Vacation: 4
	Benefits_Other:  we own a church van that is used for church purposes. The pastor is the main user and driver of the church van.
	CurrentFocus: Choice3
	MusicStyle: Choice3
	Leadership: Choice4
	SpiritualGrowth: Choice4
	WorshipDesign: Choice3
	EvangelismStrategies: Choice4
	EconomicDiversity: Choice2
	EthnicDiversity: Choice3
	Compassion_Mercy: Choice3
	MissionalFocus: Choice3
	MissionVision: Choice1
	CR_Accent: God is holy and rules over all as His Word is the book for every area of me living the Christian life.  We believe in the providence and sovereignty of God in all areas of creation.
Our previous pastor has held to the church year 'cycle' and has been somewhat liturgical (time of confession and absolution) which the congregation has learned to appreciate. 
The Reformed accent does also show in that our church is council lead. 

	church_DO_relationship: Knowing that 'original authority' comes from God and is given to officebearers we see it delegated to Classis and the CRCNA.  We like it very much when people from the CRCNA come to our region and also our church to show where we are as a denomination in the larger picture of the world. 
Members are made aware of our ministry shares (Classis and CRCNA) and how they impact the world around us.
Over the course of years we have become more familiar with the agencies of the CRCNA try to learn more about them.
As we have been more of an oral society, we may at times feel somewhat 'behind' on the matters that take place within the larger structure of the CRCNA.
Still, we are committed as member church to the denomination. 
	CouncilMembers: 4 elders, 2 deacons, 1 pastor
	Council_term: 3 years
	CouncilMeets: on a monthly basis
	CouncilSubgroups: Only the full council.  No deaconate or consistory.   Committees that are accountable to the council. These are: worship committee,  building committee, and kitchen committee
The council meets ordinarily once/month 
	Facilities_explain: 
	BuildingProgram_WhatWhen: 
	Pension: Yes
	MedicalInsurance: Yes
	LifeInsurance: Off
	SSorCdnPension: Yes
	Travel_Mileage: Off
	ContinuingEdFunds: Off
	ContinuingEdTime: Yes
	Sabbatical: Off
	Other: Yes
	AverageSundayAttendance: 45-55
	ActiveAdultProfessingMembers: 60
	Text5: A celebration that remembered and celebrated some years back our church having been a ministry for 100 years. 
Our buildings are utilized by community events, local government meetings (such as the local Navajo police), and we have presently a close relationship with a ministry that has 'Celebrate Recovery' reaching out to people who desire to be overcomers from addictive behaviors.   Our church is also frequently used for family gatherings that are from community members not part of the church. 

An important event that today is still fresh in the memory of church and community is the tearing down of the old church building and the building of our present church worship area. This took place in 1991/1992. 

Our community recalls clearly when in the days of the COVID pandemic our church was a center of food distribution in the community that assisted for months on end some 200+ families on a weekly basis.
In the early part of January 2025 a community member commented on this in a rather positive manner as to how her family was helped by our church. 
This time period was also a introduction and breakthrough to virtually connect with people. With continue to use it for worship, for committee work, and council meeting when/as needed. 

	CulturalChallenges: - to attract and keep younger families in the church.  Our community has lost younger families due to job loss but has now stabilized.
-As we are located on the Navajo Nation (reservation) we have a culture that is unique in the context of the American culture, though it also continually blends in with the wider culture around us. 
-In the context of the wider Navajo community, the percentage of Christians in the Shiprock community is less than 10%.
-We may experience our Navajo communities a higher incidence of drug and alcohol abuse with its 'fall outs.'
  Suicide rates appear to be higher and the Christian community continues to minister is this and likewise situations. 
 A challenge that is seemingly always on the back burner of all churches on the Navajo nation is the 'mission site leases' that need to be obtained and stay active with the Navajo nation government. 
Example:  though we've kept the church documents going back to the 1920s the Navajo government 'lost' them which forced the church needing to reapply for a new mission site lease.  This is a rather common occurrence. All the Christian Reformed Churches being part of Classis Red Mesa have and are dealing with this. 
	Text6: For many decades our church has been member of our local/regional 'Shiprock Area Ministries Association' that has organized event in our community.  The focus has been mainly on gatherings during the Easter and Thanksgiving season.
	Strengths_Gifts: - we are an established church that has been in existence (first as Presbyterian church) for 100 years. 
- For many, many years we've had volunteers who have translated the sermons in the Navajo language and we have teachers in the congregation for children, youth, and old.
-Some 8-10 members from our congregation have enrolled over the last 10-15 years in our Classis' leadership development network. At present we have 4 in our congregation who hold a license to exhort. They exhort in a number of churches of Classis Red Mesa, per request, and during our vacancy will in turn exhort in our church. 
-Our church has strong leadership and continues to learn as they serve on the council.
-There is a very active GEMS girls and CADET boys club that attracts mainly children from the community.
-Our church has lead food and coat distributions for years as the need presented itself.   These and other sorts of assistance in our community have had a very positive impact in our community. 
- Financially we are in a good place at present. 
- We incorporate the CRCNA resources, website and Banner, in the life of the church. We no longer feel as dependent on the main office in Grand Rapids. For many, many years there was a dependence on Chr. Ref. Home Missions.  We no longer are. 
-Our church has 'regularly' delegates at synod.
-
	Church_Passions: - Our passion is to be strong in the Lord and hold Scripture before us. To be Christ-centered is our objective.
-Our desire is to reach out to the surrounding neighborhood and do not turn away those who come to worship. 
- We are passionate about having good fellowship and host events to generate this.  
- For years we have carried and out our mission statement:  "Sharing the cross at the cross roads" and desire to 'radiate' out from our ministries into the wider community and the world. 
	Problems:  There has been and continues to seemingly be a lack of communication/listening skills. People tend to forget what was announced in the church a few days prior. 
  Making commitments for many a person in our congregation, and culture, seems to be rather difficult. 
  It can be difficult to keep up with the movements of the younger generation.  We do see a good number move away from the Navajo nation (reservation) after their high school years as they move to nearby towns off the reservation and beyond.
  Though we meet and make our budget obligations, we would like to make a bigger financial impact in our community and beyond.
  We do have children come to church, once they become teenagers its difficult to stay connected with them. 
  It can be difficult for a number of the elderly in our congregation to make changes in the routine of the church. 

	ChalleningEvent: -Most years we baptize young and old.  That is wonderful.  The challenge is to keep new members as too often they end up staying on the 'sidelines' of the church.  Our pastor has continued to be in contact with those whose addresses are known. 
-Moving from the Navajo traditional religious way of thinking to Christian thinking can be a challenge we often see. 
   We hear about and see some go from the church back to the medicine men and then come back to church.
- how to keep newer members from worldly ways (such as casinos)
- some new members have indicated that they did not feel treated the same as others in the church
	MajorGoals: - We desire in our continued development of strong leadership and like always see more members and attenders become more actively in ministries, both within and outside the church. 

- We continue with outreach into our community for all ages and when possible even give rides to church activities and worship services.  
- strengthen financial commitments where more members help carrying the financial 'burdens' of the church.
-  We work on  developing better ways of communication listening skills as we realize that we come from an oral society. 



